C. Norman Sellers, Th. D.
  





TLBC


Walk in Wisdom
Ephesians 5:15-21
Introduction:

Verses 7-14 deal with church discipline; Believers are to walk in the light, and in so doing to expose other believers of any works that are unfruitful so that they too may walk in the light and please their Lord. Our “walking in the light” will expose – by contrast- the sin of fellow-believers and exhort them to:
Verse 14 - “Wake up, you who sleep,” - You are engaging in the works of darkness.
 “Rise up, from the dead,” - Those works are from your life before salvation, when you were dead. 

I. Wise Up – 5:15
﻿
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise” (NKJV) - Then look to it that you walk ﻿﻿carefully, not as fools but as wise.
Some put the “carefully” with “look” - Look carefully how you walk. ASV, NASB, NIV
It is better to put “carefully” with “walk” - Look (see) to it that you walk carefully. – KJV, NKJV
-
This is the 5th time Paul has used the word “walk”– 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15. Περιπατέω it is more than putting one foot after the other. It means how you “live your life”.
“circumspectly” - ἀκριβῶς =”carefully” walk “looking around” {cat on a wall}.
II. Buy Up – 5:16

﻿
“redeeming the time, ﻿﻿because the days are evil.”
A. The Manner of the Walk 
Buy up the opportunities. ἐξαγοράζω- to buy out – pay whatever is necessary to take advantage of the opportunity to serve the Lord.
1.  Be Willing - The greatest ability is availability.
2.  Be Watching - If we are not looking for the opportunities we will not see them and consequently not take advantage of them.
3.  Be Weady – Ready - If the opportunity is for witnessing, I need to have something to give the person. I need to be prayed up so that the Lord can use me.

B. The Reason for the Walk 
“the days are evil”
1. Temptations are Great
We are in a jungle, spiritually speaking. Many walk in sin and have no interest in spiritual things.
2. Time is Short
Time is short in our lives. “You don’t know what the next day will bring forth.” Nor if there will be a next day. Even more likely, we don’t know when the Lord will come and our time for service will be over.
III. Listen Up – 5:17

﻿
“Therefore do not be unwise, but ﻿﻿understand ﻿﻿what the will of the Lord is.”

A.  Don’t be Unwise
One who does not know the will of God for his life is like a rudderless ship. It would not be wise to go out in the ocean on that kind of ship. The same is true of one who attempts the Christian life without knowing the will of God – he is not wise.
B.  Be Understanding -

Where would we find the will of God? - In His Word. But there has to be a willingness to do that will when we find it. We are not to say, “Tell me what You want me to do and I will tell You whether I will do it.” Rather, our attitude must be, “I will do whatever You want me to do, what is it?”
IV. Fill Up – 5:18-21
A. The Meaning of “filling” 5:18            
“And ﻿﻿do not be drunk with wine, (οἴνῳ) in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit
1. Definition by Contrast 
“Being drunk with (by) wine.” brings debauchery or licentious living. He acts abnormally.
2. Definition by Comparison 
Wine controls the man. The Holy Spirit controls the man. [See 5 page Handout]

Question: Is the exhortation in Ephesians 5:18 mean to be: filled with the Holy “Spirit” or filled in your human “spirit”? 

A. References to Filling of the Spirit in the New Testament. 

1. Luke 

a.  pimplemi + genitive 
1:15
“For he {John the Baptist} will be ﻿﻿great in the sight of the Lord, and ﻿﻿shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.”
1:41

“And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe (John B.) leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled (with the) Holy Spirit Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, ﻿﻿“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 
1:67

“Now his father Zacharias ﻿﻿was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, 

b.  pleres + genitive
4:1

“Then ﻿﻿Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and ﻿﻿was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,”
2. Acts 

a. pimplemi + genitive
2:4
“And ﻿﻿they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began ﻿﻿to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

4:8
﻿“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel:  
4:31
“And when they had prayed, ﻿﻿the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, ﻿﻿and they spoke the word of God with boldness.
9:17

“Brother Saul, the Lord ﻿﻿Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and ﻿﻿be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
13:9-10

“Then Saul, who also is called Paul, ﻿﻿filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, 
b., pleres + genitive 

6:3

“Therefore, brethren, ﻿﻿seek out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom,
6:5
7:55

“But he, ﻿﻿being full (πλήρης) of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the ﻿﻿glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God,                                               
11:24

“For he (Barnabas) was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit. 
c. pleroo + genitive
13:52
“And the disciples ﻿﻿were filled with joy and ﻿﻿with the Holy Spirit. That with which one is to be filled is in genitive case. 

3. Ephesians 5:18 

pleousthe + and Dative, en pneumati. Notice: no article (the) or “holy” with “spirit.”

B. Nature – Holy Spirit Filling in Acts 

1. Repeated – 2:4; 4:8; 4:31 

2. Sovereignly bestowed 

3. Perceptible 

C. Effects of the Filling of Holy Spirit in Acts 

1. Mainly for Doing 

a. Liberty 

b. Boldness 

c. Speaking

2. Not for Being  

Conclusion: It may well be that Paul is saying, “Stop being full in your body (with wine), but be filled in spirit.

So, what difference does it make? If the exhortation is to be filled with the Holy Spirit, then, perhaps I need to wait for the Holy Spirit to fill me. On the other hand, if I am to be full in my spirit, with songs of praise and the Word of God, I should not wait, but get busy with study of the Word and the praise of the Lord in songs and hymns and spiritual songs.

Be filled with what? 

1. From context – with joy, singing, etc., 

2.  From Colossians 3:16 (a parallel passage) – with the Word). 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another ﻿﻿in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

Compare Ephesians 5.18-19

“be filled in spirit, speaking to one another ﻿﻿in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making ﻿﻿melody in your heart to the Lord,”
Note: The contrast then, is not between that which fills – wine or Holy Spirit, but the place that is filled – body or spirit.
B. The Results of “filling” – 5:19-21
1.  Singing – 5:19 

“speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making ﻿﻿melody in your heart to the Lord,”
“speaking to one another” really is speaking to yourselves εαυτοις “to yourselves”. You don’t have to be with others to fulfill this command. Singing to yourself is a good exercise. You don’t have to please anyone but yourself.

a. Psalms probably refers to O.T. Psalms used in the early church services.
b. Hymns are praises composed by Christians.
c. Spiritual Songs – “odis” – poems- secular or spiritual. That’s why the word spiritual is necessary 
2.  Thanking – 5:20
“giving thanks always for all things to God the Father ﻿﻿in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

Thanksgiving is the basic element of all prayer and praise. God is not a cosmic Santa Claus to whom we come for presents once a year. Our thanks should be continual and for all things.
3.  Submitting – 5:21
﻿
“submitting to one another in the fear of ﻿﻿God.”
Verse 21 introduces the subject of the next session, which we will discuss in detail the next time. There are many areas of submission in each of our lives. We submit not for the person him/her self, but in due reverence to God.
Conclusion:

